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TOWN
OF THE-
of the town of
ISLAND FALLS, MAINE.
FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 31,
1903.
G E O R G E  H. DONHAM , P r i n t e r , 
I s l a n d  F a l l s , M a i n e :
1903
ANNUAL REPORTS
OFFICERS
-
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Grand total valuation,
The personal property was made up as follows:—
166 Horses valued
4 Colts, 3 to 4 yrs.,
10 Colts, 2 to 3 yrs.,
12 Colts, 1 yr.,
133 Cows
7 3-year-olds 
29 2-year-olds 
41 yearlings 
409 Sheep 
43 Swine
Money at interest,
Railroad bonds,
Stock in trade,
Steamboat,
Logs and lumber,
Wood and bark,
20 Bicycles,
55 Carriages,
16 Musical instruments,
Machinery not taxed as real estate,
Total personal property, 
Number of Polls, 303. T ax  on each Poll,
Rate of taxation, three cents and one mill on One Dollar.
t
The following amounts have been assessed upon the polls ar.d 
estates of residents of Island Falls, and upon the estates real ai d 
personal therein of non-resident owners, with an overlay of $41,43. 
Lists of the same we committed to A. B. Merriman, collector of 
said town, with a warrant in due form of law for collecting and pay-
_ A, ' jr  .
Report of Assessors and Selectfn<
Valuation of Real Estate, (resident,) !
(non-residen :
Valuation of Personal Prop , (resident)^
( non-resid’t)
ing the same to S. C. Spratt, town treasurer or his successor in of­
fice, one-half on or before the first day of September, and one-half
on or before the 15th day of March, A. D. 1903.
For Town expenses,
Common Schools,
'Text-books,
Repairs of school houses,
Insurance, etc-,
Free High School,
Roads and bridges,
Breaking roads,
Support of poor,
Interest on town debt,
Principal of town debt,
Memorial Day,
Abatement of taxes of 1901,
New school house,
County tax,
State tax,
Overlay,
Supplementary tax,
Total amount committed to A. B. Merriman, coll.,
NEW  SCH O O L H O USE.
Amount received from insurance,
borrowed from James F. Dolliff, 
raised by vote of town, 
borrowed from E. T. & B. Co.,
Credit.
Labor:—
By paid John G. Kelso,
Charles S. Perry,
Willard Pipes,
A. B. Merriman,
Adams Perry,
Sidney Fayle,
Don Perry,
Henry Mathers,
Angus Pipes,
W. R. White,
Hiram H. Doble,
Fred Pipes,
By paid Jerry Sprague, 
Harry Morgan,
A. S. Drew,
James Eldridge, 
Waldo Sherman, 
M. A. Peters, 
George I. Walker, 
J. H. Lurvey,
B. F. Spaulding, 
John Belyea, 
Bradbury Dow,
S. D. Thompson, 
James Stephens, 
Hudson Grant,
A. W. Fayle,
L. H. Peters, 
Caleb Howe, 
Frank Corliss, 
Frank A. Corliss, 
S. R. Crabtree, 
Charles Berry, 
Ferd Walker,
Material:—
By paid Island Falls Mill Co., 
Alexander & James,
F. W. Hunt & Co.,
C. S. Perry,
M. D. Estes,
Emerson & Douglas,
C. M. Berry,
C. L. Pettengill &  Son, 
Union Iron Works,
John Watson Co.,
Berry Brothers,
L. M. Felch,
S. C. Spratt,
Morse & Co.,
J. H. Butler Mgr., 
Mattawamkeag Lumber Co., 
I. H. Davis,
S. R. Crabtree,
George W. York,
D. A. Sewall,
Grading:—
By paid Al. S. Drew,
B. R. Walker,
W. W. Sewall,
T. Estabrooke, 
Charles Frazier,
E. A. H illm an,.
J. C. & B. C. Walker,
Freight and Trucking:—  
By paid Chas. S. Perry,
S. R. Crabtree,
W. W. Sewall,
Insurance:—
By paid George T. Holyoke,
Total expenditure,
Amount overdrawn,
The above amount will have to be raised by taxation, the coming 
year, together with Jrooo.oo to pay a note given to James S. Dol- 
liff.
P A U P E R  ACCO UNT.
Amount unexpended from 1901, 
raised by taxation, 
received from town of Sherman,
Credit.
By paid Supt. Reform School, (Hugh Colpitts)
Dr. F. W. Mitchell for attending John 
Clare, in 1901,
Floren Murchie for care of Geo. Whitney, 3 
John E. Webb, board of tramps,
J. C. &. B. C. Walker, supplies for
C. A. Hunt,
Tarr Family,
Duncan Family,
Mrs. Simeon King, 
Mrs. Frances Bishop, 
Emerson & Douglass, supplies for
Tarr Family,
Geo. Whitney,
town of Millbridge for care of 
Mrs. N. Johnson at E. M. Insane Hospital,
By paid J.*D. Clifford, on contract,
town of Millinocket, for support of
John Murchie Family, 
Dr. F. F. Bigelow for attending Gus.
Soucie,
Amount unexpended,
A B A T E M E N T  OF T A X E S . 
Amount raised by vote of town,
Credit.
By paid A. B. Merriman,
R O A D S A N D  B R ID G E S .
Amount raised by vote of town,
“  “  for winter roads,
Credit.
By amount overdrawn last year,
paid for snow plow,
“  Road Commissioner’s orders,
Amount unexpended,
COMMON SCH O O LS.
Amount received from State,
“  raised by town,
“  received from tuition,
“  interest on School Fund,
“  unexpended from last year;
Credit.
By paid teachers’ wages,
“  Janitors,
“  transporting scholars,
“  fuel,
Amount unexpended,
T EX T-BO O K S.'
Amount unexpended from last year, 5-64
“  received from insurance, 200.00
“  raised from taxation, I2 5- ° °  330-64
Credit.
By amount of orders drawn by Supt. of Schools, 450.30
Amount overdrawn, $119.66
SCHOOL HOUSE R E P A I R S .
.Amount raised by vote of town, $200.00
Credit.
By amount overdrawn last year, 75*46
“  of orders drawn by Supt. of Schools, 1 13 .43  188.89
Balance unexpended, i i . n
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IN S U R A N C E ,  A P P A R A T U S  AND S U P P L IE S .
Amount raised by vote of town, $125.00
Credit.
By amount overdrawn last year, 5-9°
“  orders drawn by Supt. of Schools, 96.23 102.13
Amount unexpended, $22.87
F R E E  H IG H  SCH O O L.
Amount raised by vote of the town, $350.00
“  received from State, 250,00
“  received from tuition, 43-5° 643-5°
Credit. •
By amount overdrawn last year, 12.50
“  orders of Supt. of Schools, 613.30 625.80
Amount unexpended, $17.70
M E M O R I A L  DAY.
Amount raised by vote of the town, $ 5 ° .oo
Credit.
By paid W. S. Leavitt, for W. S. Hancock Post, G. A. R., 50.00
1
TOWN E X P E N S E S .
Amount raised by vote of the town, $1100.00
Credit.
By paid Loring, Short & Harmon, books, $7 .10
By paid C. W. Penney, scaling bark, $2.00
“  services as moderator, 5.00
C. A. Austin, repairing pump, 8.00
S. L. Merriman, services as auditor, 5.00
B. C. Walker, posting Warrant, 1.50
J. H. Lurvey, road commissioner, 140.00
Union Iron Works, for fire hose, 81.00
C. M. ConantCo., repairs on road machine, 3.00
George H. Donham, books and blanks, 1 1 . 1 0  
Mark A. Peters, sexton, 9.00
C. M. Berry, spades for town, 1,70
F. K.  Shaw, fire extinguishers, 27.00
A. Craig, rent of land for lock-up, 3 . 10
Arthur Hussey, materials for Barker Ridge
school house, 3.24
B. C. Walker, ballot clerk, 2.00
W. D. Warren, ballot clerk, 2.00
A. B. Drew, right of way over field, 5.00
Geo. S. Chalmers, office rent, 48.00
Adams Perry, truant officer, 5.00
C. L. Pettengill &  Son, rent of hall, 1 1 .00
S, R. Crabtree, Supt. of Schools, 7 5 , ° °
George H. Donham, town clerk, 18.00
“  “  birth and death records, 16.50
“  “  printing town reports, 19.00
Charles O. Donham, constable, 3.00
R. F. Bliss, teams for Supt. of Schools, 12.75
W. S. Leavitt, services on Board of Health, 15.00
S. R. Crabtree, books for Selectmen, 1.50
“  materials for Board of Health, 6.65
Dr. F. F. Bigelow, reports births and deaths, 5.75 
“  vaccinations, 1 1 .00
Dr. F. W. Mitchell, birth and death reports, 7.25 
“  vaccinations, 92.50
B. R. Walker, services as Selectman, Assessor
and Overseer of Poor, 89.00
SethT. Campbell, services as Selectman, &c., 90.00 
William W. Sewall, “  “  “  50.00
S. C. Spratt, Treasurer, 55 .SS
S. T. Campbell, services, liquor prosecutions, 15.00 
amount overdrawn last year, .78
Balance unexpended,
[ 7 ]
$967.80
$132 .20
IN T E R E S T .
Amount raised by vote of town,
Credit.
By amount of orders drawn, . -
Balance unexpended,
C O L L E C T O R S ’ ACCOUN I S. 
Mark A. Peters, Collector for year 1895:—
Balance due per last report,
*• Credit.
By paid Treasurer,
Balance due,
Mark A. Peters, Collector for year 1896:— 
Balance due per last report,
Credit.
By paid Treasurer,
Balance due,
Levi H. May, Collector for year 1900:— 
Balance due as per last report,
Abated by vote of town,
Balance due.
A. B. Merriman, Collector for 1902:— 
Amount committed,
Credit.
By Treasurer’s receipts, 
Commissions,
[ 9 ]
S. C. S P R A T T ,  Treasurer,
In account with Town of Island Falls, Dr.
To amount on hand at last report,
received from A. B. Merriman, 
Collector, 1902,
received from loans for new school house 
M. A. Peters, Collector,
E. A. Hillman, interest,
F. Bishop, med. bill, 1902, 
Merry-go-round license, 1902,
M. D. Estes, forbbl. lime,
John E. Webb, hotel license,
State, for High School,
Barker Ridge school house,
State mill tax,
Dog licenses,
Town of Sherman, for paupers, 
Hornby school house,
Tuition common school,
High School,
C  redit,
By paid orders of 1902, 
orders for 1901, 
orders for 1900, 
orders for 1898, 
interest on orders,
Sarah E. Frye note, 
interest on same,
County tax,
State tax,
Amount on hand,
L IA B IL IT IE S . 
Orders held by Zophar Bither, 
of 1896, outstanding, 
of 1897, 
of 1898, 
of 1900, 
of 190 1, 
of 1902,
Bonds of the town held by School Fund,
Zophar Bither, 
Amount due on County tax,
Notes held by J. S. Dolliff, (school house loan) 
Note held by Eastern T. & B. Co.,
R E SO U R C E S.
Cash on hand,
Due from M. A. Peters, on taxes,
Due from L. H. May, on taxes,
Indebtedness of the town,
Respectfully submitted,
Benj. R. Walker, Selectmen
Seth T. Campbell, y  of
W. W. Sewall. J  Island Falls.
Road Commissioner’s Report.
Amount raised by town for Roads and Bridges, 
Overdrawn in 1901,
Net amount to be expended,
Credit.
By paid Frank Hackett,
Fred Douglass,
Fred Gould,
Harry White,
Thaxter Downs,
Charlie Vincent,
Charlie Dickinson,
Hiram H. Doble,
George Brown,
George Megquier,
Charlie Donham,
Geo. Donham,Jr.,
Alfred Kerr,
Clifford Howland,
Jerry Sprague,
Geo. Smith & Son,
Charles Dunphy,
Bradbury Dow,
Adams Perry,
Robert Brown,
Larry Dubay,
Wm. S. Leavitt,
Frank Leavitt,
John Belvea,
Ben. McDowell.
Emerson Bros.,
Ralph Armstrong,
Wyman Elsemore,
Robert Seymour,
H. L. Emerson,
Arthur Moore,
Arthur Hussey,
Hugh M. Wing,
Wm. W. SEwall,
Bert Peters,
B. C. Perry for board of men,
B. & A., freight,
I. F. M. Co., lumber and work,
C. M. Berry, spades,
Berry Bros., repairing tools,
Emerson and Douglass, supplies,
Matta. Lumber Co., lumber,
Geo. W. York, repairs,
A. S. Drew,
Charlie Walker,
Benj. Walker,
I. F. M. Co.,
Amount overdrawn,
Amount raised for winter work,
Credit.
Paid B. R. Walker,
Wm. Sewall,
Arthur Hussey,
Will Dow,
Emerson Bros.,
Robert Brown,
Adams Perry,
Berry Bros., for snow plow,
Amount unexpended,
J .  H. L u r v e y , Road Commissioner.
SCHOOLS.
F R E E  H IG H  SCHOOL ACCOUNT.
Raised by taxation,
Received from State, 
tuition,
Overexpended in 1902,
Paid S. L. Merriman,
Benj. P. Merrill,
Balance unexpended,
C O M M O N  S C H O O L S .
Balance unexpended in 1902,
Raised by taxation,
Received from State,
Tuition,
Interest on School Fund,
Expenditures:
Paid Luvie D. Hackett, teacher, 
Kathleen Buckley,
D. H. Corson,
D amaris Merriman,
Alice E. Brown,
Myrtie L. Andrews,
Marie Rogers,
Hannah A. Stanley,
Bertha Wheaton,
Angie L. Purinton,
Lucretia Packard,
Emily L. Record,
F. J.  Hylan, transporting scholais,
J.  D. Clifford,
A. B. Drew, for wood,
B. M. Bell,
Walter Small,
B. C. Walker,
W. D. Warren,
S. R. Crabtree,
Jo. Pelkey, janitor,
D. H. Corson, janitor,
S. L. Merriman,
Willie Brown,
Johnnie Brown,
Don Perry,
Steve Crawford, janitor,
W. D. Warren,
Willie Small,
Balance unexpended,
T E X T - B O O K  A C C OUNT 
Unexpended in 1902,
Raised by taxation,
Insurance,
Paid American Book Co.,
E. E. Babb & Co.,
T. R. Sherwell & Co.,
Ginn &  Co.,
S. R. Crabtree,
Overexpended,
R E P A I R S  ACCOUNT.
Raised by taxation,
Overexpended in 1902,
Paid C. M. Berry,
Wm. Leavitt,
E. E. Tozier,
Trustees Cong. Church, rent of vestry,
A. Craig, rent of hall,
Arthur Hussey,
Mattawamkeag Lumber Co.
S. R. Cr abtree,
Elbridge Wilbur,
Balance unexpended,
IN S U R A N C E , A P P A R A T U S  AND S U P P L IE S . 
Raised by taxation,
Unexpended in 1902,
Paid J. L. Hammett & Co.,
Emerson & Douglass,
L. Barton,
E. E. Babb & Co.,
D. H. Knowlton &  Co.
Geo. T. Holyoke, insurance,
C. M. Berry 
S. R. Crabtree,
G. H. Donham,
Balance unexpended, 
R EC O M M EN D A TIO N S.
Your Committee recommend that the following sums o 
be raised for 1903-4:
For Free High School,
Text-Books,
Repairs,
Insurance, Apparatus, Supplies, &c
SCH O O L S T A T I S T I C S .
Number of scholars in town April i, 1902, 456.
“  *♦ attending school, 335.
Average number attending school, 274.
Number of schools in town, 7.
Number of scholars registered: Average attendance:
[ ^5]
Spring Fall Winter Spring . Fall Winter
High 41 49 42 36 . 40 37
Gram. 35 53 49 3 1 45 42
In termed. 48 62 5° 41 5 l . 38
Primary 49 53 45 42 44 37
Sub-Prim. 54 42 34 42 26 18
Ridge 29 3° 20 23 20 *5
Wing 34 3 i 29 . 20 24 23
R E M A R K S . •
The erection of a new school building in the village, during the
past summer and fall, has been the most important event connect­
ed with school matters for the year.
The building is two stories high, 63 x 51 1-2 feet in size, with 
three rooms on the first floor, accommodating the three lower 
grades, and two main rooms on the second floor, accommodating 
the Grammar and High grades, with recitation rooms to each and 
a laboratory for the High school. All rooms are i 2 ‘feet high, giv­
ing the number of cubic feet'of space required for each scholar for 
proper sanitation. The building is heated with three furnaces, and 
has a good system of ventilation. Competent judges say it is the 
best school building in the county outside of the four large towns, 
and although it exceeded in cost the estimate of the building com­
mittee, it is a much huger and belter building than many in the 
county that cost several thousand dollars more. It amply meets 
our needs for the present, and mote seats can be added in each 
room should ihe necessity arise in the future.
The general school work in the village has been hindered by the 
delay in opening the schools in the fall, and by the outbieak of 
diphtheria during the winter. A change in teachers would natural­
ly be expected to retard the work, also, but although t im e  teach­
ers resigned at the close of the spring term, Miss Hackett deserved­
ly promoted to the Grammar grade, and a new assistant employed 
for the High school to take Miss Merriman’s place, who was obliged 
to give her whole time to the sub-primary school, thus giving every 
grade but the latter a new teacher, the work has gone along much 
better under these adverse conditions than was hoped for, and un­
less more setbacks are experienced all grades w ill be able to com­
plete the year’s work in a fairly satisfactory manner notwithstand­
ing the fact that the school year must necessarily be shortened 
several weeks. The teachers have all labored faithfully in their; 
several departments, and your committee wish to express their ap­
preciation of their good work.
A class of six will graduate from the High school in June, and a 
class of 7 will complete the Grammar school course.
'There are- n  tuition scholars in the High school and 8 in the 
Grammar school, from whom we receive about $60.00 tuition.
There is also due $29.80 tuition from the town of Crystal for 
scholars from that town attending the Wing and Ridge schools.
The Wing school has had the most prospeious year in its history, 
the ayerage attendance for the year being 26. Miss Brown deserves 
praise for efficient and painstaking work in this school. The Bark­
er Ridge school was not as well attended last year as in recent pre­
vious years. The terms will nee.d to be arranged in the future so 
as.to end the school year before the extreme cold weather sets in.
The Garnett and Grant children, living at the “ Hurricane,”  have 
been able to attend school only a few weeks duiing the )ear so a 
teacher has been sent in there to give them an equivalent of 20 
weeks’ instruction. The attention of all parents is directed to the 
.. 'N E W  SCHOOL LAW
which changes the basis of computation for the distribution of the 
State mill tax from the number of scholars in a townito the average 
n u m b e r  a t t e n d in g  sch o o l ; so that in the future the amount of 
money we draw from the State will depend on the number of schol­
ars we have in our schools. Sending our children to school, there­
fore, becomes a matter of saving money, for the more we draw' 
from the State the less we will have to raise by taxation. Let all 
parents bear this in mind.
Respectfully submitted,
Mrs. R. B. Warren, )
Rev. F. S. Dolliff, > School Board.
Rev. W. Paul Curtis. )
By S. R. C r a b t r e e , Supt.
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